PIERS PLOWMAN,  II
This was an acute and ingenious conjecture.
B, when he worked over the A-text for his B-revision,
remedied these crudities which he found in the A-text. (This
might seem odd in a 'perfectly helpless' writer.) But B did it
in a way which shows that no suspicion crossed his mind that
two leaves were missing, exactly where Prof. Manly had
postulated their absence. Therefore, it was argued, he cannot
have been A, for A must have known this.
This was the argument which, thirty years ago, took the
whole world of English studies by storm, For years it was
considered a proof of invincible ignorance not to accept it,
either in the original form put forward with much ability by
Prof. Manly, or in the modified (and, I think, inferior) form
adopted by Dr. Henry Bradley.
But when we turn to the B-text, we find the conjecture to be
quite unnecessary. B supplies the missing Confession of'Wrath'.
He also prefixes to 'Sloth's' vow a confession in which 'Sloth'
laments that, from negligence, he has withheld the wages of
his servants, and forgotten to restore what he has borrowed.
Upon such a confession, the vow of restitution follows naturally,
and indeed inevitably.
We must never forget that 'Sloth' is much more than mere
laziness. 'Sloth3 is 'Accidie', akedia> hccdlcssness of every kind.
Misappropriation of cash proceeds often, in the first instance,
from Accidie, Neglect, as well as from deliberate and intentional
theft (Avarice or Covetousness).
We saw above1 (with reference to the gloss upon the text,
Though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death')
that an explanation, which is necessary to the understanding
of the passage in the A-text, only becomes explicit in the B-text.
The A-text proved unintelligible, until we turned back to it
in the light of what the B-text told us.
The difficulty about 'Sloth's' ill-gotten gains is another
example of the same thing. There is no need for any elaborate
theories and conjectures about missing leaves. The B-text gives
us a perfectly coherent Confession of "Sloth5. What is explicit
in the B-text was presumably in the mind of the writer of the
1Pp. 118 etc., 141 etc.
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